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TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION

OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

DATE: 23 Sept 96

TO: Howard High Landfill #33-606
FROM.: Ferman Mill

SUBIECT: Public Meeting with ATSDR and City Councilmen on 9/12/96

The meeting lasted from 1:05 till 2:30pm. The ATSDR rep was Bob Safay from Atlanta. Three
councilmen were present: Mr. Crockett, Mr. DiStefano, and Mr. Pierce. Please see the attached list of
attendees.

FDM represented the Div. of Superfund; Mr. Marcellis and Mr. Wright representing the City on this
project were there. Mr. Marcellis handled the meeting order and Mr. Safay and others, incl. FDM, tried to
answer questions or respond to statements that were madae,

1. Safay said ATSDR doss not use the risk assessment rationale, such as 1 in a million population over 70
year life. ATSDR looks at all factors, esp. health threats.

2. ATSDR is not a regulatory agency like EPA. ATSDR does not usually take samples.

3, ATSDR uses three main criteria for a problem:
a. contamination (missed the rest) ?
b. levels to cause health problem
<. completed exposure route.

4, The school principal Mr. Fain asked about long term effects for the people at the school. Safay has
assigned this to a toxicologist.

5. Councilman DiStefano said the City was looking at remediation for the site. There was a question about
which lab was used for the 1995 samples taken by Cox and Vanhook. ATSDR is concerned with the top
3" soil, not 2°,

6. Milt Jackson talked about the metals, creosote, and oil found in the samples. Some talk about when the
sampling was and when the most recent rain was. There was some talk about soil sampling techniques.

7. Ms. Debra Mathews came late and asked about soil sampling depths, Mr. Marcellis said mostly 2” but
some at 18”. There were 40 samples taken. Safgy said he thought soil sample results from 1 year ago
should still be valid. Ms. Mathews asked about sampling in the elementary school playground. FDM said
he did not recall samples from there. FDM went on to say that the original reason for the school being on
the files index was the large landfill to the east. In the past four years there have arisen two additional
concerns. These were the call from Rep. Brown about rash on the football players, and the call from Ms,
Lyons about smelly leachate in the nature trail area. Therefore, to do cost-effective sampling, those three
areas were concentrated on, and not every square foot of the Howard School complex. (It is difficult to
communicate with people from a non-technical base and complete understanding of the Superfund
process. Some people try to say the names of compounds and the words become butchered.)
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8. A nurse from the day care asked about contacting parents now. Safay said to wait for the toxicologist’s
review and not to notify parents because they tend to atiribute causes to everything. He expects a quick
tunaround (2 weeks) from the ATSDR toxicologist.

9. (about 1:35) Another man and woman came in. Comment about children and heavy equipment in the
same area not a good mix. ATSDR can review the health and safety plan. Safay stressed that work done
under Superfund must be done in a thorough, professional manner with training requirements in haz
wastes. In short, the OSHA requirements.

10. Mr, Jackson wants all data before he can approve.

11. Ms, Lyons said the main football field has been flooded at times. I this a probleny; should this field be
sampled?

12. The man from Earthwatch said children live thm’e also and that adds to exposure. Safay said he has no
plans to do a house study. (Either at the meeting or from WSE it was said that the health study is being
done by Bonnie Bashor and is due by Jan, 97. Safay knows Ms. Bashor and ATSDR acts as peer review.

13. Safay indicated that from what he knows, his recommendation for cleanup would be if-fy. He said he
may recommend more sampling as an option. He would definitely recommend fence the area first.

14. There were comments about toxins being bio-accumulative for the children at school, and therefore
..~ thechildren plus daycare should be relocated. Mr. Carr with the Schools said relocation must be to ¢lean
area. Residents say any direction but south Chattanooga.

15. Conclusion is wait for 2 weeks and the toxicologist report plus Safay review. FDM recmmended that
Safay visit the site and see all areas of concern. Yes, Safay can review the H&S plan when written by
Marion Enviro. (I am told Adam Driver is the project manager.)

16. Mr. Jackson asked for air monitors at the daycare for off-site emissions. FDM said that sounds like
something for Bob Colby.

17. (After the report/review is done, FDM will work daily with Mr. Driver re project status and
paperwork. All conditions of the order must be met, especially the written heath and safety plan. )

FDM/HCC923
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Fact Sheet

The Agency for Toxic Substances and

Disease Registry (ATSDR) is a federal

public health agency located in Atlanta,
Georgia. It is part of the Public Health
Service within the U.S. Department of
Health and Humar: Services. Created by
Superfund legislation in 1980, ATSCR's
mission is to prevent or mitigate adverse
human health effects and diminished

ty of life resulting from exposure to ..
hazardous substancesintheenvironment.
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To carry out its mission and to serve the
needs of the American public, ATSDR
conducis aciivities in the following areas:

Pupric HEALTH ASSESSMENTS

@Eva uate data and information on the
refease of hazardous substances into
the environmentto assass eny currert
or future impact on public hzaltr,
devzlop health advisories or other
health recommendations, and identify
studies or aclions needed t evaluatz
and mitigate or prevent human healta
effects. ATSDR ccnducts healt
assessments for all weste sites onthe
NatonalPrio-ities Listandin response
to palitions from concemed ndiv duaks
anc organizations.

HEALTH INVESTIGATIONS

[Zﬁncrease our understandng of the
relationship betweer expasire 1o
hazardous substances ard adverse
human health effects, through
epidemiolog ¢, surveillance, and other
i studies of toxic substances and their
effects.

Lxrosurs AND DiseAsE REGISTRY

[ZTEstab?ish and maintain a registrv of
persons exposed to hazardous
substances and a registry of serizus
diseases and illnesses in persans
exposed to hazardcus sJostances in
the envirotment.

EMERCENCY RESIONSE

[ZfF'rovide health-related support 10
states, local agencies, and heaith care
providers in public health emergen-
cies involving exposureta hzzardous
substances, including health consul-
tations onrequest and training forfirst
raspcnders. '

Toxicorocical PRoFILES

@Summarize and make availablz to
the publicdaiaon the health effects of
hazardous subsiances, identify
significan. gaps in knowledge, and
initiale research in toxicology and
health effects wheie needed.

Hearry Envcarion

[EfDove!op and disseminate to physi-
ciaas and other health care prcviders
materials onthe healt effects ot toxic
substarces, establish and maiitaina
publicly accessible irventory of haz-
arcous substances, and maintain a
list of sites closed or restrictec to the
public because of hazardous sub-
stance contamination.

APPLIED RESEARCH

|Zf Conduct or sponsor rescarch to
increase scientilic knowledge about
the efects on human health of
hazardous substances released from
weste sites or of oiher releases into
the environment.

For MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT.

e i TSDR

ATSDR _
1600 CuFron Roap, N.E. (E-28)
ATianTa, Georaia 30333
(404) 639-0727
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STATE OF TENNESSEE

FAX TRANSMITTAL MEMO

TO: /l/éc. .24 J/ocm g
é//{ /'A(?L/c-r 4,,/'77[/ _S;/a,/mﬂq
FAX NUMBER: ("40 ‘;[/ zc2 - 5’-’7002;

FROM: T’Té’f G N\\ \\ef
SUBJECT: i{-%—?—g—"f—ﬁ Ho w! o d) %8 f—'jL ,—aM_Q,éu
DATE: B / 2-3 / i C.:

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS ONE: Q’ .
IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE THTS ENTIRE DOCUMENT OR HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, CALL:

Ko (3¢ -5 6
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